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GENTLEMEN, 


Tux preſent is a moſt momentous 
Era of the World. -It muſt conſti- 


tute a Period in the Annals of Time 


unequalled in antient or modern Hiſ- 
tory---almoſt every Spot of the known 
Globe ſtands involved in Scenes of 
mutilating Confuſion, ſevering human 
Confidence by Violence and Fraud, 
from the well-tried and eſtabliſhed 
Syſtems of orderly Government; and 
ſubſtituting in their Room, the moſt 
frantic Viſions of future Happineſs and 
independent Equality, founded upon 
the moſt innovating Power of certain 
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coerfive new-fangled Jurisdictions, 
whoſe Judgments, as far as known to 
us, appear ſubverſive of all regulated 
Order, and whoſe Authority, being 
conſtituted and eſtabliſhed upon the 
horrid Baſis of Plunder and Murder, 
relittlelsly pervades through thoſe ill- 
fated and unhappy Countries, who 
have ſubmitted or ſubjected themſelves 
to the Iron Yoke, with mercileſs and 
unceaſing Fury, in the Extinction of 
| all Religion, and the Waſte and utter 
Deſtruction of all Property. 


i In this State of Things, whilſt all 
| are apprehenſive of the evil Conſe- 
| quences for a Time, at leaft, that are 
likely to enſue; yet there may be 
if Room - to hope that human Nature, 
| being reſtored to Reaſon, we may be 
permitted to. attend to the more mi- 
nute Matters in Society. Under this 

Hope, 
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Hope, 1 wiſh to draw your Attention 
to a Subject of leſs - extenſive Import- 
ance than that in which the civilized 
World is engaged, although nearly as 
portentous as any that ever attrafted 
your Conſideration; becauſe it is one 
that calls for your moſt ſerious Deli- 
beration. 


The projected Union is the Subject 
I allude to :---May I call it a Phœno- 
menon, unexpected and of hideous 


Aſpect.—In its Nature ſo deſtructive, 
that I would wiſh, fondly to believe, 


even the preſent Times, ſo creative of 


Novelty and Reproach, could not form 
or bring forth a more frightful Monſter. 
It is therefore ſeriouſly to be hoped, 
that the Report, though in general Cir- 
culation, 1s no other than the reſtleſs 
Yearnings of a certain Tribe of mil. 
chicvous Speculatiſts, who range metho- 


dically 
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dically from Kingdom to Kingdom, for 


the ſpecial Purpoſe of deſtroying Con- 
fidence, and deranging Society: And 
although I believe there can be no 
Ground for ſuch circulated Report, yet, 
I deem it a Duty to ſubmit my Ideas 
of the Meaſure (if it is in real Con- 
templation) to your Judgment. Are 
we not ſufficiently united ? Are not the 
Interefts of both Kingdoms one and 
the ſame, and depending on mutual 
Exertion ?---The Report, therefore, can- 
not but be invented and promulged 
for iniquitous Purpoſes as already men- 
tioned; for it would be abſurd to 
imagine, that a Miniſter who has 
ſhown forth ſo conſpicuous for Ability 
and unwearied Perſeverance in an un- 
exampled Struggle for the Honour and 
Happineſs of the Britiſh Empire, 
againſt the deſtructive Principles in- 
culcated by an indefatigable and inve- 
terate 
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terate Foe, could for one Moment, 
meditate upon ſo pernicious a Meaſure, 
pregnant as it muſt be, with every 
Miſchief to the Realms of England and 
Ireland! 


You will be pleaſed to obſerve, that 
ſuppoſing the Projection to be founded, 
it is poſſible the Event would be really 


productive of far greater Miſchiefs to 


the already almoſt ruined Country of 
Ireland, than in any Poſition it could 
become to the nervous Syſtem long 
ſince eſtabliſhed in England; becauſe, 
in the firſt Place, England having an 
unrivalled Trade and Plantation Con- 
nection, has it within her preſent Will 


and Power, to reſtrain and counter- 


reſtrain the ſtrenuous Efforts. of any 
Rival-Nation, not connected with the 
Meaſures of her Finance or Govern- 
ment. As to her Situation and Influ- 


ence, 
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ence, She is ſo far ſuperior in Strength 
to her ill-fated Neighbour and neareſt 
Relative, that, although ſhe is bound 
down by every Tie of Blood and Af- 
finity that can, or ever did ſubſiſt 
within diſtinct Kingdoms, ſtill in Con- 
troverſion and Avoidance of obligatory 


Acts, does ſhe manifeſtly ſeek through 


* 


her legiſlative Proviſions, anxioufly to 


claim a predominant Controul over the 


ſlender Opportunities which, ſhe has 
afforded with ſcanty Hand and needy 
Diſtribution to a grateful and affec- 
tionate Siſter ! 


Why then ſhall any ill-adviſed Mea- 


ſure be now judged expedient or ne- 


ceſſary to float itſelf upon the public 


Mind, and to create Alarm and Doubt 


to the brave, the generous and the 


good, who have proved themſelves 
ever ready to devote their Lives and 
Fortunes 
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Fortunes in aid and Suſtentation of 
the Proweſs of a Country already too 
much enriched through a Suction of 
Wealth from Pole to Pole! 


My laſt Queſtion induces me fur- 
ther to ſtate to your Conſideration, 
that England, in point of her political 
Conſtitution, being rendered pertiect, 
or preſuming herſelf to be ſo, would 
in all poſſibility endure this innovating 
encroachment upon her ſubſiſting re- 
preſentation, and Eftabliſhment, with 
Apathy and Diſmay, and of Conſe- 
quence would not well enduye or ſub- 
mit to an Intention, not only contrary 
to, but finally ſubverſive of her legi!- 
lative Dignity : for preſently I ſhall 
prove, that a well balanced Conſtitution, 
ſach as ſhe now. enjoys, unequalled by 
any other, muſt feel the Shock that 


would be occationed through an. Intro- 


B duction. 
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duction of new Viſages, whoſe palms 
being in uſage in the Realm of Ireland, 
might prowl about as Men in the dark, 
until diſcovered by the Minifter's Wand 
of Surprize, whoſe metalic touch re- 
{ſtores the blind to fight, as well as to 
other rapturous Feelings ! 


It is not ſufficient to aſſert Facts, let 
us, from an extenſive view of what has 
happened, and is likely to happen, 
{eek to form a Judgment upon the fu- 
ture. 


Upon a late lamented Event, namely; 
the temporary Rebellion in Ireland, 
the Kingdom of England did nobly 
come forward, in Mind and Action, to 
the aid and relief of their ſuffering bre- 
thren in Ireland.---Many of the Corps 
of that Militia, with peculiar and dig- 
nified Generoſity, Volunteered their Ser- 

vi es 
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vices to quell a Rebellion, the nature 
and inducement to which I ſhall not 
now treſpaſs upon you, in detail.—1 
am allo perſuaded that ſuppoſing a 
like direful Event ſhould happen in 
England, (which may Almighty God in 
his bountiful Mercy prevent,) the honeſt 
Yeomanry of Ireland would, with un- 
daunted Courage, unanimouſly ſolicit 
the favor of Permiſhon, to ruſh for- 
ward to the diſmay and defeat, of any 
foreign or domeſtic Enemies in Great 
Britain.---I am then upon thoſe truc 
grounds, well warranted to pronounce, 
that, ſuch a national reciprocity in Arms, 
and federal Action, conſtitutes the moſt 
beneficial Union, in fact and ciiect, be- 
tween the ſiſter Countries. 


It mate be firongly urged, as fully 
ſufficient to Authorize luſpicicn, of the 


e Projection, being in real agita- 
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tion, that it has not been yet diſavow- 
ed, by any Perſon empowered to 
diſavow it. Therefore the public 
Alarm is hourly increaſing in violent 
Preſumption; whilſt the feelings of 


every Man, who yet remains in Pol- 


ſeſſion of a fized Property in the 


Country, are becoming more convulſed 


through apprehenſion and real fear, that 


the preponderating tokens of Vengeance, 


hanging o'er his Head, will be realized, 


through a decition againſt him, as 


endleſs in its duration, as the Exiſtence 


of the Divinity, whom he awfully. 


adores! 


I muſt allo obſerve, that it becomes 
incumbent and a Duty abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary upon thoſe in Power, if 


they are verily acquainted with ſuch 


Projection, to difclole and make 
known to you, who are the moſt 
intereſted Parties, what the Prologue 


of 
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of ſo novel a Propoſition entertains--- 
What are the Preliminaries---What are 
the conſolidating Truths----what are 
the wonderful Inducements---who are 
to have and retain the immediate Be- 
nefits to reſult from the iniquitous 
Barter---who are the momentous No- 
bility that offer to ſupport it---who 
are the Honourable Commoners who 
wiſh to exchange adverſe Situations 


for temporary Quietude---what are to 


become of public and private Credi- 
tors---how 1s the capital City of Dub. 
lin to be preſerved in her habitual 


Rights---and finally, how are the in- 


herent Rights of a great Nation, to be 
preſerved and handed down to Pol- 
terity, undiminiſhed and inviolate, as 


we received them from the Hands of 


our Anceſtors ? 


Theſe Inquiries naturally lead us ta 
think it expedient, in order to form a 


juſt 
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juſt Opinion upon this momentous Sub- 
ject, that we ſhould be firſt acquainted 
with the exact Nature of the Meaſure in 
ſuppoſed Contemplation---In ſhort, with 
the preciſe Articles of Stipulation to be 
finally adjuſted between the two Coun- 
tries, as the Baſis of an Union ; and from 
our becoming in that Manner acquainted 
with the Minutize of the Meaſure, to 
form our Opinions and Concluſions for 
1 or againſt a Propoſition of that Mag- 
4 nitude, which muſt conſequentially in- 

4 volve the Happineſs or Miſery of fu- 
i ture Generations !---But, I do ſay, that 

| although our becoming acquainted with 


1 thoſe ſeveral Data, may ſeem ablo- 
lutely neceſſary, yet it is to be ap- 


prehended, that let whatever Stipula- 
tion be adjuſted in ſeeming Favour 
to Ireland, ſtill it would be eaſy, at 
any future Period, for a perverſe Mi- 


niſter to violate - the Contract as to 
the 


15 
the weaker Country, in order to ac- 
compliſh ſome wicked Meaſure, formed 
in Deſtruction of the Liberties or Re- 
venues of both, or either Countries. 
Thus all the mighty Soundings of fu- 
ture Grandure and Freedom of Trade 
thrilling through our Ears, would va- 
niſh in Air; and therefore, ſuch, or 


any Stipulation, be it ever ſo allur- 


ing, muſt be viewed by you as a 
deluſive Fiction. 


J do further ſay, if any ſuch Scheme 
ſhall be propoſed, that it may be 
ſafely laid down as a Fact not to be 


controverted, that the main object will 


appear to be, the abſolute Annihilation 
of the Iriſa Legiſlature, thereby to en- 


able an Engliſh Majority, acting un- 


der the Dictum of any corrupt Mi- 
niſter, to overwhelm the Revenues of 


this fated Nation, in an irredeemable 
funded 
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funded Debt, notwithſtanding ſhe is 
already ſinking under a like Species 
of Incumbrance, brought upon her 
within the ſhort Period of ten Years. 
The Meaſure of a Union, be it pro- 
poled when it may, cannot ever ori- 
ginate amongſt, or come forward 
from, the real Friends of Ireland---It 
muſt derive its Strength in the Coun- 
cils of a Britiſh Cabinet. As that 
grand Object cannot be obtained 
otherwiſe than through an unbounded 
Influence over Ireland, it muſt mani- 
feſtly appear to the weakeſt Under- 
ſtanding, that, the utter Extingu: ſhment 
of her parliamentary Jurisdidtion, will be 
the principal Aim and Object of Sti 
pulation ; and in this Acquifition would 


all other ſubordinate Conſiderations in- 


ſtantly merge. Here would end Ire- 


land's Security, and with it her Con- 


ſequence! 


Having 


EF 


Having ſaid thus much upon a Sub- 
ject, which I ftill flatter myſelf will 
never be agitated, even by the moſt 
hardy; it may not, be either improper 
or improvident, (leaſt it ſhould make 
its Appearance,) to proceed in our 
Examination of ſo important a Queſ- 
| tion ; and in order that we may come 
as cloſe as Preſumption will permit, 
let us, for one Moment, turn our 
Eyes to a Precedent, likely to be co- 
pied as the Ground-work of a ſimilar 
SuperſtruCture :----I mean the Scotch 
Union. Upon this Occaſion, a few Re- 
preſentatives of that Nation, were 
transferred to the Britiſh Senate ;--- 
and thus ſhe loſt her Legiſlature!!! 


In that Reſpect, the Union with 
Scotland would be literally followed, and 
a Portion of the quondam Repreſenta- 


tives of Ireland (as they might then 


G e 
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be called) be wafted over to England, 
thus at once to repoſe in the Hands 
of Engliſhmen, equally ignorant and 
regardleſs of Ireland's V ants and Si- 
tuation, an unlimited Power over her 
landed and monied Property :---This 
therefore, being the firſt great Arti- 
cle that the Propoſers of an Union 
would have in Contemplation, on it 
we may reſt all the principal Mil. 
chiefs that ſuch a grievous Circum- 
ſtance as the Deſtruction of the Par- 
liament of Ireland would be replete 


with to both Countries.---Who will tell 


me, that by the Death of the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland, her Houſe of Lords 


and her Commons-Houſe, ſhe would 


not loſe two of her Eſtates out of 
three? Two of the integral Parts 


of her dearly valuable, and wonder- 
fully nice Conſtitution ?---Her @E#ngli//: 
Confſtitution-----the Work of Ages !----- | 

Her 
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Her Legiſlature, one Part of which 
holds the Balance between the 
Crown and the People, and maintains 
diſtributive Juſtice between Man and 
Man, as judges in the laſt Reſort, whilit 
the other, through its vigilant Care, 
protects the Purſe of the Nation from 
the Attacks of every venal Miniſter. 
Deſtroy thoſe two Branches of her 


Conſtitution, and the beautiful Fabric 
is in Ruins!! 


This Circumſtance, above all others, 


ariſing from this hated Meaſure, when 


duly conſidered, muſt particularly ar- 
reſt your Attention; for to preſerve 
this great Barrier of Society, the brave 
Yeomen of that Country did come 
forward with the laſt drop of their 
Blood, alike protecting every Branch 
of her conſtitution, as being all equally 
valuable and indiſpenſable---Her King--- 
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Her Lords and her Commons. -and 
mindful of their own perſonal Danger 
laſt of all!---Are they then to have 
this Barrier wreſted from them, after 
having vanquiſhed that deſperate Party, 
who with Lethal-intentions to a match- 
leſs Conftitution, dared to attack this 
her Barrier, for the Purpoſe of over- 
whelming, in one common Deſtruc— 
tion Her King Her Lords and her 
Commons !---No Gentlemen, it cannot 
be; they have proved themſelves too 
deſerving of its Protection. 


Much however, as this Deſpoliation 
would ruin the Conſtitution of Ire- 
land, it would add nothing to the 
Proſperity of England; nor would the 


Gentlemen of the latter Country, (as 


living under a ſimilar Conſtitution to 
that which Ireland boaſts to enjoy,) 
| with to ſce a People fo cloſely con- 

nected 
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nected with them, as they are in 
every Reſpect, deprived of that Bar- 
rier of Life and Property by which 
themſelves are protected !----Yet a 
UNION could not be without this 


Infringement ! 


Now behold the ſad Train of Con- 
ſequences, ſuch a melancholy Circum- 
ſtance would drag along with it. All 
who have their underſtanding, muſt 
perceive, at once, that when the few 
Repreſentatives of Ireland, would be 
tranſported to England, they would, 
either naturally or artificially, as being 
the Minority, fall into the Majority.— 
It certainly would be in vain for them 


to attempt offering any Argument or 


reafoning againſt the vill, or, as it 


might be called, the fixed Opinion 


of Britiſh Weight !---They could have 
no Influence againit ſuch a Majority, 
ag 
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as would at all Times be, brought 
forward, and would ever prevail 
in Matters of Opinion, as well as 
Intereſt.— A Majority that would ever 
be for leaning hard upon degraded Ire- 
land; for it is clear, that if any thing 
could induce thoſe in Power at the 
Engliſh fide of the Water, to wiſh for 
the irrevocable Meaſure of a UNION, 
of Legiſlatures, between the two Coun- 
tries, it could only be with the Proſpect 
of unjuſtly obtaining Supplies, by 
draining Ireland, without having to 
call upon England.---Would it not be 


in the Power of a baneful Majority, 
headed by a ſcheming Miniſter, at any 


Time to demand a ſubfidy from Ire- 
land, at the point of the Bayonet; 
when neither the ſcheme would be 


approved of, nor Supplies to be obtain- 


ed from England ?---It would be im- 


poſſible upon ſuch an Occaſion, for 
the 
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the few Repreſentatives of Ireland, 
(even though they were diſpoſed to 
act as one Man, in Support of the 
Rights of their Country,) to reſiſt a 
Torrent that would carry every thing 
before it; notwithſtanding a part of 
ſuch Majority might even be compoled 
of Men who ſhould be ſo ſhort fighted, 
not to ſee it would be againſt the 
future Intereſt of England, to monopo- 
lize the poor earnings of Iriſh Induſtry, 
for the temporary Object of ſaving the 
Britiſh Purſe.---Nor will it admit of a 
Queſtion, that the ſole view of the 
propoſers of ſuch a provincializing ſyſtem, 
would be to facilitate a road to Iriſh 
Spoil, and thus to acquire a momentary 
Conſequence, by ſqueezing the Vitals 
of that Country.---And here we may 
add, that let what would be the Object 
of ſuch a /ripping Power, and though it 
would be inconſiſtent with ſound Policy, 
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by cruſhing Ireland in this Manner, 
even the Britiſh Empire would ſeverely 
feel the Shock.---To tax Ireland would 
become the Order of the Day---that abo- 
minable Soil---that Country which the 
Engliſh have always been taught to 
{ look at with diſtaſte, would not then 
be ſpared; nor is the Idea an unnatural 


one, that Mankind being ever prone 


| to ſhift the Burden off their own, upon 
þ their Neighbours Shoulders, Ireland 
though the weaker, would be made the 
pack-mule on every Occaſion.—-Thus Ire- 
land becoming deprived of her power 
of Controul over her Finances, nothing 
would remain to her of an admired 
Conſtitution, ſave the Executive Branch; 
in as much as the other Scale, together 
with the Hand that poiſes the Balance, 
being cut off, her envied and Glorious 


Bulwark of civil Society would crumble 


fl away, and vaniſh for ever! 
if Thus 
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Thus Gentlemen, would the Go- 
vernment of both Kingdoms become 
completely abſolute, if it was not to 
be dependent on the Liberality of the 


People; for we may ſay with De 


Lolme * It is ftill from the Com- 
mons of England poſſeſſing this power- 
ful Weapon, that the Monarchy is li- 
mitted; but if the Government had 
this uncurbed Power of obtaining Sub- 
fidies from Ireland, either by direct 
or indirect Force, the boaſted Check 


would be for ever loſt to both Na- 


tions, for Government would not have 
to call upon the LZiberality of the 
People of England :---This would be 
the Loſs of a Power which the ſame 
Author importantly deſcribes, where 
he thus expreſſes himſelf---** The Right 
„to grant Subſidies to the Crown, 


(* Ch. 6. p. 74, 75.) 


4 Þ i poſſeſſed 
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* poſſeſſed by the People of Eng- 
* land, is the Safe-guard of all their 
* Liberties, religious and civil: It is 
« a regular Means conferred on them 
„by the Conſtitution, of influencing 


« the Motion of the Executive Power, 
„and it forms the Tie by which the 
“ latter is bound to them.” *---But a 


| UNION, by enabling the Miniſter to 


form any Majority he pleaſed, or by 
enabling him to exact Subſidies from 
Ireland, would enable the Crown to 
render itſelf independent on the Eng- 
Iſh Commons, in regard to its Sup- 
plies, by forming in this Way a Di- 
viſion, which would be the likelieft 
Mode in the World of ſtripping the 
Engliſh of this valuable Gem of their 
Independence, or Appendage of their 
Conſequence, and is held forth by 
De Lolme in the following Words: 


(* Ch. 20. p. 513.) 


(In 
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(in ſpeaking of the Danger of the 
People of England loſing this Privi- q 

lege by a Diviſion of this Right,) . 
« Another Diviſion of the Right of 
„ the People, much more likely to 
„take place than thoſe juſt mentioned, 
«© might be ſuch as might ariſe from 
« Acquiſitions of foreign Dominions, 
* the Inhabitants of which ſhould, in 
“ Time, claim and obtain a Right to | 
« treat directly with the Crown, and 
« grant Supplies to it without the In- 
« terference of the Britiſh Legiſla- 
ie ture. 
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I have already ſtated that the nomi- 
nated Repreſentatives of Ireland would 
be unable to ſtem the Torrent of if 
Britiſh Members, although they might | 
be inclined to do ſo as one Man:---I | 
ſhall go farther, and ſay, that it is 


(“ Ch. 20. p. 522.) | | 
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moſt certain that thoſe very Men, 
from the novel Situation they would 
find themſelves plunged in, would be- 
come ready and willing to betray 
and neglect the Truſt repoſed in 
them by their Conſtituents ; their ne- 
ceſſarily lang Abſence from Ireland, 
would lead the Way to their form- 
ing new Alliances and new Intereſts ; 
this, while it would render their new 
Reſidence attracting, would tend to 
efface from their Memories and Eſti- 


mation, the true Intereſts of that 


Country they might ſuppoſitiouſly be 
preſumed to repreſent !---Thus would 
they ſoon. come to be unmindful of 
the Charge repoſed in their Hands, 
notwithſtanding that a vigilant Diſ- 
charge of their Duty in that Behalf, 
could be dhe only Return in their 
Power to make to their Country for 
confiding ſo important a Truſt to 


their Care ---But as they would have 
their 
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their Seats ſecured for Life, which would 
completely anſwer every Purpoſe for 
them,---Indeed, as they could have no 
real Influence in the Britiſh Houſe, it 
would be ridiculous for their Conſti- 
tuents to trouble themſelves concern - 
ing them, for whatever Laws, urged 
by N him or Intereſt, Britiſh Legiſlation 
choſe to frame, could not be de- 
murred to. Hence even the Senti- 
ments of the moſt loyal could have 
no Weight, either through the Repre- 
ſentative or with him, for the Power 
of Election as well as all Check over 
the nominated Member, being pulled 
from the Hands of the Conſtituent, 
but which has often-times proved to 
be beneficial, would be no more, and 


with it would go the Wealih and Hap- 


pineſs of the loyal People of Ireland--- 
nor cculd that Applauſe which has 
ever fuilowed a faithful Diſcharge of 
| Duty, 
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Duty, as it then would be either un- 
heard or unnoticed, be any longer a 


Mode of rewarding Members for good 
Conduct, as a powerful Incentive to 


induce the Repreſentatives to adhere 
to the Intereſts of the Kingdom, in 
preference to Self-aggrandizement.— 
Thus, it is evident, there would be 
no Room to hope, while there would 
be much Reaſon to fear, that the Re- 
preſentative would readily come to 
overlook, and be regardleſs of his 
Country's Welfare; nor is this all, for 
it would naturally make the Way 
eaſy to ftill worſe Conduct to ſtu- 
died Ads, diametrically oppoſite to 
their Country's Good---and thus would 
they readily fall into the crafty De- 
ſigns of a prodigal or profligate Mi- 
niſter, (for however "i may admire 


the Engliſh Conſtitution, I cannot pre- 
ſume that it is to make all Men 


equally 
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equally juſt and wiſe,) that might A: 
unfortunately come to be at the Head a: 
of Affairs. They would, in ſhort, be- 4 
come Inftruments within the Reach þ 
of ſuch a Man, to aſſiſt in any dirty 


Work to be ſerved up as a landing | 
Diſh on all Occaſions, to the very 1 


great Diſcomfiture and Annoyance of 
the honeſt Engliſh Members, contrary 
to the Spirit of the Conftitution of 
England, and the juſt Diſtribution of 
all its Parts, and thus no leſs inju- 
rious to the Privileges of Engliſhmen, 
than thoſe of Ireland. 


But to take one more View of Scot- 
land and her UNION, of which much 
has been attempted to be ſaid, by 
Way, I ſuppoſe, of anologiſtical Ar- 
gument, although ſhe was differently 
Hituated both in Point of Territory i 
and other adventitious Circumſtances, 

let 
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let us however dwell for a little on 
that fancied Model. 


When we conſider what was the real 


ſtate of that Country, at, and long 
before her UNION with England, we 
muſt ſay there can be no Compariſon, 


nor ſhould ſhe be brought as a prece- 
dent now---She could not have been 


rr hoo” — — 


deemed an independant Country as 
Ireland, and indeed nature ſeemed to 
intend ſhe ſhould not.— Vet as to her 
Situation at this moment, what muſt 
| be id }-—-Why; that - of two... Rvils. 
1 though ſhe may have choſen the leaft, 
territorially fituated as ſhe is, She has 
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l no weight, nor could ſhe carry any one 
point in the Legiſlative Aſſembly of 
England, even though her Salvation } 


It 
ql 
| was at Stake !--.-We muſt therefore ad- 
1 mit, that nothing can compenſate for 
1 the Degradation ſhe has ſuffered by 
| e her 
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her Union with, and Surrender of all 
her legiſlative Rights to that Country, 


ſave the Prace and Quiet ſhe has ſo 
dearly purchaſed ! 


{ 
Circumſtanced as Scotland was ter. 
ritorially, with a powerful Neighbour, 
whoſe Armies having only to ſtep 


acroſs the Tweed, that Country could 


never deem herſelf ſecure from At- 
tack, had ſhe not come under due 
Subordination by a Union, and with 
it, a Relinquiſhment of all her im- 
portant Rights; fince which Period, 


although Edinburgh has extended its 


Limits beyond the Pale of a confined 


Hill, upon whoſe Summit ſtood her 


ſtrong Fort and Watch-Tower, around 
which her crowded Inhabitants thought 


themſelves ſafer than in the ſurround- 
ing Plane. et nothing can, to my 
Underſtanding, vindicate thoſe (now 
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no more) who ſuggeſted and aided the 
Scheme, ſave the putting a Stop to 
the perpetual Attacks that were to be 
daily dreaded from her Southern Neigh- 
bours, thereby ſecuring at leaſt, the 
peace and ſafety of her People.---The 
Advantages to be derived from peace 
and quiet, were no doubt deemed, 
(without having recourſe to bribes,) far 
preferable to that State of predatory 
Warfare, that to this Day, Scotland 
might have been ſubject to, had no 
ſuch Incorporation taken place. 


This UNION therefore had a happy 
Effect, in conciliating the two jarring 
Kingdoms, and although the one loſt 
her Jegiſlature, yet from the Territorial 


Contiguity of both, there is no great 


Danger of the Parliament of England 


dealing unfairly with Scotland, for the 


Paſſage of the Tweed, is as free to 
the 
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the NOW Northern, as to the Southern 
Britons.---To keep Ireland down would 
however always be deemed neceſſary, 
to make her yield to the frequent Bur- 
dens with which ſhe would be loaded, 
not being ſo eaſy of acceſs as Scotland; 
nor would there be any thing to fear 


from her croſſing the Iriſh Channel. 
Permit me now to obſerve, that I have 


merely alluded to the Scotch Union, to 
ſhew that her Legiſlature, was upon 
that Occaſion, merged in the Vortex of 
Engliſh Power, and not to draw any 
inference therefrom, as, with Submiſ— 
Hon, I conceive the ſame to be irrele- 
vant to the preſent Queſtion---but to 
return to Ireland. 


Ireland is a Kingdom of no trifling 
extent, and prior to the late Rebellion, 
was advancing with rapid Strides to- 
wards Improvement, notwithſtanding 
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the many Checks ſhe had from time to 
time received, from the Jealouſy of her 
Siſter Kingdom, both in Manufacture 
and Commerce; and thus while ſhe has 
been of immenſe Service to the latter, 
by the unlimited Importation, and 
Conſumption of her various Produc- 
tions, without having ever experienced 
any thing like Reciprocity. What 
therefore, muſt ſhe not expect to be 
ſaddled with, were ſhe at the fote Mercy 
of her Elder Sifter ? 


Ireland divided as ſhe 1s from Eng- 
land, can be ſubject to no inraads from 
her Eaſtern Neighbours.---They have 
by friendly Viſits, troubled her very 
little indeed---2nd conſequently know 
nothing either of her State, or of her 
Wants. ---Happy is it for her, and I 
truſt for your Sake, and of the Britiſh 
Ertipire, that ſhe has her own diſtinet 

Parliament, 
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Parliament, and a Parliament too, that 
has from time to time, framed for her 
moſt wholeſome Laws..--In ſhort ſhe 
cannot find it expedient or neceſſary 
to ſurrender that Bulwark, of every 
thing that is great or good, for to 
purchaſe ſecurity from hoſtile In- 
roads! 


When Rebellion did raiſe its Hydra 
Head, againſt the beſt of Monarchs, 
and an envied Conſtitution, (envied 
becauſe the nefarious find it a ſhield 
againft conſtructed Devaſtation and 
Murder,) her gallant Sons, the Proprie- 
tors of her Soil and Wealth, with de- 
termined Loyalty, and undaunted Cou- 
rage, came forward and cruſhed it.--- 
They proffered their Blood, and their 
Treaſure for what? For the Protec- 
tion of their King, their Country, and 
their Laws. And are they now, as a 

Reward 
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Reward for their Courage, and their 
Loyalty, to have thoſe Laws ſurreptiti- 
ouſly taken from them. 


Thus did Ireland from her Activity 
and Spirit, call forth a Force, which, 
without having recourſe to foreign Aid, 
was ſufficient to curb the many headed 


Traitor. Nor had ſhe been backward 


within the Walls of Parliament in vot- 
ing, and without its Doors, in ſubſcrib. 
ing pecuniary Aid, during this unpar- 
ralleled War of Aggreſſion, on the part 
of a frantic Foe, for the purpoſe of 
repelling his ſeveral Attacks, 


After this Digreſſion, allow me once 


more to turn your Attention to the main 


point in Queſtion, and aſk whether the 


Annihilation of the Iriſh Parliament, as 


already deſcribed, would not be a 
ſufficient proof of the ruinous tendency 


of a UNION between the two Coun- 
tries, 
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tries, without which it could not be.— 
Here lies the Bane of the Meaſure ; 
for with whatever glare of colouring, 
the Propoſition may be blazoned, ſtill, 
« Latet Anginis ſub Herba, and any bar- 
gain that might be made, as to a right 


of Repreſentation, be confidered as a 


mere Deluſion. 


Permit me, Gentlemen, to go ſtill 
farther, and ſay, it would be better for 
Ireland, could ſhe make ſuch ſurrender 
of her Privileges, to pretend to no right 
of Repreſentation whatever, as, in that 
Caſe no vain Expectations could induce 
honeſt Men to venture their Capitals, 
in uncertain undertakings; and thoſe 
who might otherwiſe be the quondam 
Repreſentatives, with their followers, 
would ſtay at home, and by their Money 
and their Preſence, encourage the Cul- 
tivation of her Lands; for, under the 


ſpecious 
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ſpecious Appearance of Repreſentation, 


ſhe would have none in fact. If the 
Kingdom could be viewed, on that 
Occaſion, even as Scotland, or be as 
certain of Security as Yorkſhire, then 
we might conſider the paucity of Re- 
preſentatives, a Matter of no great 
moment; but as a UNION can be 
deſired for no other Purpoſe, than to 
put the Miniſter above the Liberality 
even of the Engliſh Commons, a ſtrong 
Party in that Houſe, independant of 
the Iriſ Members, inclined to ſhield 
Ireland, would be the only means of 
Security.---This however is not to be 
expected, for as it is to obtain a Party 
independant of the Engliſh Members, 
that, the Acquiſition of Iriſh Force is 
ſought for, ſo they would with ſome 
others become the very Perſons para- 
mount to the faithful Commons of 
a as alluded to in the following 
Words 
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Words by De Lolme “ If any other 
* Perſons beſide the Repreſentatives of 
** We People, had a right to make an 
« offer of the Produce of the Labour of 
* the People, the Executive Power 
% would ſoon have forgot that it only 
« exiſts for the Advantage of the Pub- 


« lie.“ * 


While thus it is manifeſt, that both 
Countries muſt be led to the brink of 
Ruin, by ſuch a Debaſement of pub- 
lic Rights, it cannot but appear alſo 
that both would ſuffer extremely by the 
private Rights of the People of Ireland, 
now fully protected by her Houfe of 
Lords, as Judges in the laft reſort, com- 
ing to be finally decided upon by the 
Engliſh Houſe of Peers, whither her 
appellant Juriſdiftion, along with a 


few of the Members of her Supreme 


Chap. 8. Pe. 85. 
* Judicature, 


—— — — 


42 


Judicature, would be moved to.---I 
particularly allude to the Right of 
Property. 


This Inconvenience would give a ſe— 


vere blow, indeed, to her Hopes of 


further Improvement.---No Man could 
be ſure of a fair Inveſtigation of his 
juſt Claims. Hence I may aſk would 


not this materially check her Progreſs 
in Commerce and Manufactures, if not, 
totally deftroy all Attempt that way? 


Would not this be a neceſſary Conſe- 
quence from the belief that private 


Property was no longer ſecure? 


In this way one of the principal private 
Rights of Individuals being Property, 
would come to be in a very precarious 
State truly, independant of the Attacks on 


it in the way of Taxation. If Eng- 


land has flouriſhed from the very 


Reverie, 
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Reverſe, each Individual being ſen- 
üble of his excluſive Right to en- 
joy the various Fruits of his Induſtry, 
why ſhould Ireland proſper without 
this Security? Quod Rectum, rectum &ff--- 
may be the Anſwer of ſome, but in 
order that any ſhould impreſs you, 
Gentlemen, with the Idea that a great 
Miſchief would not follow ſuch an 
Innovation in the Upper Houſe, the 
Judges of Ireland in the laft reſort !--- 
let them in denying my Poſition prove 
their premiſes. But I ſay, by this 
would be loſt the Check, which, the 
Individual now has a Power of bring- 
ing againſt the corrupt Decifions of 
any future Judges, who may come 
to preſide in our inferior Courts; for 
while the Remedy would come to ap- | 


pear uncertain, the Search after it 
would be worſe than the Diſeaſe.— 

The Levity of Judges, when convinced 
F 2 that 
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that there was no effectual Mode of 
doing away their light Deciſions, might 
very likely become frequent ; for, al- 
though Man, when properly curbed, 
becomes a very rational, honeſt and 
harmleſs Animal, yet if not chained 
down to ſome Rule of right Reaſon, 
may be expected to become quite the 
reverſe : and though the Judges of 
the Land are, under the preſent Con- 
ſtitution, a very upright Body of 
Men, and deliberate in Deciſion; yet 
it is to be feared, that when the Re. 
ſtraint was removed, a Departure 
from ſuch necefſary and Praiſe-worthy 
Conduct might in Time creep for- 
ward into Uſage, to the irreparable 
Injury of thoſe ſeeking an impartial 


Diſtribution of Juſtice; nor has this 


Dereliction of Juſtice been unfrequent 
in the World. 


De Lolme, 
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De Lolme, in ſpeaking of the Judges 
of antient Rome, adds thus---< Nor 
« were the Roman Magiſtrates ſatis- 
„ fied with committing Acts of In- 
( juſtice in their political Capacity, 
« and for the Support of that Body 
* of which they made a Part: Ava. 
„rice and private Rapine were at 
% laſt added to political Ambition.“ * 


On a Deprivation of the Iriſh 
Judges Right to it in Parliament, 
there may be Room to preſume, that 
the Loſs of the political Influ- 
ence Which they now bear, muſt be 
compenſated for, in ſome other Re- 
ſpect.—-It has been deemed, that the 
Increaſe of their Salaries, and the Te- 
nure under their Patents being en- 
larged to a Term for Life, have con- 


* Chap. 16. p. 350. 
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ſtituted a ſufficient Security for their 
ſtrictly attending to a due Adminis- 
tration of Juſtice; but as the Provi- 
on ſhould be to guard againſt the 
worſt poſſible Caſe that might oc- 
cur, every Care ſhould be taken to 
prevent future Miſchiefs. The Iriſh 
Houſe of Peers having recovered its 
Appellant Jurisdiction, uninfluenced by 
any other Body, whilſt it is deeply 
intereſted in the Property of the 
Kingdom, and being the ſupreme Court 
of Judicature, provides this Remedy : 
But e contra, if a few of the Members 
of that Houſe became immerged with- 
in the Controul of a more numerous 
Body not ſo much intereſted in the 
Property of Ireland, and therefrom li- 
able to be led aſtray in their Deci- 
fions—where then would be the Re- 
medy ? 


Here 
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Here I would ſubjoin one Remark 
That, although the Example of Scot- 
land has been ſo much relied on, it 
cannot, in this Place, be pawned 
upon you ;---For the Laws of Scotland 
differ ſo much from thoſe of England, 
that the Judges of the latter, much 
leſs the Peers, can pretend to no Con- 
troul over the Peers of the former ; 
and, therefore, the Peers of Scotland 
become the real Judges on Appeal. 
But the ſame Obſervation cannot hold 
as to Ireland, for the Engliſh Peers 
would, from the Similarity of Eng- 
liſh and Iriſh Laws, be always deemed 
competent Judges to decide on Quel- 
tions touching private Property in Ire- 

land, and therefore the Peers from Ire- 
land become, at leaft, indirect Coun- 
tenancers of Injuſtice. 
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In. this Manner the Aſſurances of the 


Realm would become uſeleſs, and the 
Effects form a Parallel to the Tres- 
paſſes deſcribed by De Lolme as touch- 


ing Roman Judges at a certain Pe- 
riod, in the following Words:“ The 
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Laws and public Judgments not only 


thus failed of the End for which 
they had been eſtabliſhed: They 


even became, at length, new Means 


of Oppreſſion added to thoſe which 
already exiſted. Citizens poſſeſſed 
of Wealth, Perſons obnoxious to par- 
ticular Bodies, or the few Magis- 
trates who attempted to ſtem the 
Torrent of the general Corruption, 
were accuſed and condemned :” * 


In this Way the Properties of Indi- 
viduals might come to be at the 
Mercy of Avarice or Caprice, and well- 


* Chap. 16. p. 353. 
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avail. Here, I am convinced, you 
will exclaim after the Manner of the 
ancient Engliſh Barons Notumus le- 
ges Hiberme mutari!” 


As the upper Houſe of Parliament in 
that Country now ftands, we may 
{till dwell on De Lolme, and fay with 
him“ In the Exerciſe of their ju- 
„ dicial Authority, with regard to ci- 
e vil Matters, the Lords have mani- 
« feſted a Spirit of Equity, no wiſe 


. 


La) 


inferior to that which they have 
« ſhewn in their legiſlative Capacity. 
„ They have in Diſcharge of that 
„Function (which of all others is ſa 
liable to create Temptation) ſhewn 
« an Uncorruptneſs really ſuperior to 
«© what any ſudicial Aſſembly in any 
« other Nation can boaſt, nor do I 
* think that I run any Riſk of be- 
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framed Laws be rendered of no 
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c 


a 


ing contradiled, when I ſay that 
* the Conduct of the Houſe of Lords 


c 


LA 


in their civil judicial Capacity, has 
conſtantly been ſuch as has kept 
«© them above the Reach of even Sul- 


picion or Slander.” * 


0 


4 


0 


fn 


But on a Surrender of her Peers, 
Ireland could not make this Boaſt, 


for it is next to a certainty that no 


Cauſe would be fairly decided ; be 
fide the Expenſe would render the 
Reference to the ſupreme Jurisdiction 


in England, (by which to obtain final 


Juſtice, if thus it could be arrived at) 
a thing almoſt unattainable.----Thus 
this great Sanduary againſt the Ca- 
price of a ſingle Judge would be for 


ever loſt. 


You certainly will allow there is no- 
thing more indiſpenſably neceflary for 


(* Chap. 16. p. 374.) _ 
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the well being of Society, nor any 
Thing more productive of Improvement 
in a Country, than that the Property 
of Individuals ſhould be thought /ecure ; 
but to this End juſtice ſhould be ad- 
miniſtered with an equal Hand, as alſo 
be diſpenſed at an eafy Rate.---So dif- 
ferent an Effect would ſuch a5 UNION 
have, as involving a Loſs of the upper 
Houſe of the Iriſh Parhament, that, 
you will readily admit the Deciſion of 
Cauſes on Appeal would be very par- 
tial. It would at leaſt be very Expen- 


ſive / 


From hence Gentlemen you muſt ſee 
that on a UNION, the Public and Pri. 
vate Rights of Ireland, would in every 
Re ſpect be at the Mercy and diſpoſal 
of a Party---A Power I am conlcious 
the Friends to either Country could 
not with to ſee created, as both Coun- 
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tries would have to dread the Conſe- 
quencèe. 


Having ſald thus much as to the 
Effect of thoſe political Innovations, I 


muſt add another Proof of the Injury 


the two Kingdoms would Experience 
from the Annihilation of the Iriſh 
Legiſlature-—but at the ſame Time I 
muſt allow, that what I am about to 
ſtate, although of immenſe Importance, 
is as well as many other Points of a 
ſubordinate kind, compared to the fore- 
going; I mean the Deſtruction of that 
Spur, to Exertion and Induſtry by which 
alone, Commerce and Manufactures, 
(the Sources of the Wealth of Nations) 


are brought to Perfection; and this by 


leſſening that Appetite for Diſtinction, 
which Men may now arrive at, by ac- 
quiring a Seat amongſt the Repreſen- 


tatives of the People. —It is at preſent, 


in 
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in both Countries, an incentive to uſe- 
ful Activity, and operates forcibly in pro- 
moting important Reſearches through 
literary Improvement, 


But upon new modelling the Conſti- 
tution in the Manner pointed out, none 
who are confined to active or uſeful Em- 
ployments, could be among the Num- 
ber of the c/o/en-few---Thele could not 
ſpare to ſpend a Year in London---the 


Preſence of the great Manufacturers, 


Merchants, and Lawyers, is neceſſary 
at home---Thus all thoſe muſt be ex- 
cluded, and of courſe deprived of a 
favorite Object, which, otherwiſe would 
ſerve as a Reward for their Aſſiduity 
and Labour.---I am ſure, you Gentle. 
men, cannot reliſh ſo new fangled an 
Experiment !---The Gentlemen of Ire- 
land cannot, and Fellow-feeling at leaſt 
forbids thoſe of England -conſcious that 
they, 


54 


they, themſelves, could not endure to 
be deprived of ſuch a Right :---I muſt 


here aſk, whether it be not a thirſt 
after Diſtinction and Fame, implanted 
within the Breaſt of Man, that rouſes 
him to thoſe Exertions which tend to 
the Improvement of the Arts !---I do 


believe that this defire Operates more 


univerſally and forcibly, than the ſordid 
Idea of hoarding up in Coffers, which 


latter, we find a very rare thing. If 


then this very praiſe-worthy Ambi- 
tion is clogged, the progreſs towards 
Improvement in the uſeful Arts is 


checked; and I do believe, that Man 


in ſuch a State of Things, would have 
no other Idea, than to merely exiſt, 
On the contrary, why does the Mer- 
chant or Lawyer, labour for the greateſt 
Part of a Life, but to arrive at Dil- 
tinction, by being honoured with a Seat 


I" the Repreſentatives of the 


People, 
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People. Hence this may be eſteemed 
a very great Spur to Commerce and 
the Arts---but take away this Stimulus, 
and you deſtroy the energetic Spirit; 
nor would Ireland alone fuffer by this, 
for her conſequent Decreaſe in Wealth 
would be ſeverely felt by England, as 
the latter muſt ever acquire additional 
Weight in the Scale of Europe, from 
the increaſed Wealth of the former; 


a ſevere blow this, to the future Con- 


fequence of Great Britain, notwithſtand- 
ing the temporary Benefit it might 
be fancied to derive, from a Miniſter 
being able to raiſe the Sums he wanted 


off Ireland, without having to apply 
to the Liberality of the Parliament of 


either Country.---It is true England 
would no longer have to dread Ireland 
becoming her Rival in Commerce and 
Manufactures, but ſhe would have to 
lament the want of her very powerful 
Support 


Support as an Ally in Time of War, and 


of her Imports in Time of Peace. 


1 have Gentlemen, ſubmitted for 
your Conſideration, the horrid Idea I 
entertain of the Meaſure of ſuch a 
UNION, as affecting 5, Countries.--- 
It now only remains to point your 


Attention, moſt particularly, to one 


very important Conſequence imme- 
diately affecting England, but which 
would in the End ſpread its baneful 
Effects, to all thoſe Countries and 
People, that are under her Sovereign 
Power---I mean neither more nor leſs, 
than the total and radical Deſtruction 
of her Glorious Conſtitution !---This would 
be a loſs which would reduce her Peo- 
ple, and every Thing along with them, 
to a ſtate equally degraded as Ireland--- 
Their right of granting or withholding 
Supplies would be alike deſpiſed, for 


ON 
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on ſuch a UNION taking Place, Treland 
would be at all Calls bound to ſupply 
the Demands of the Miniſter; and 
thus the Per of the Crown would be 
raiſed to an unexampled Pitch, at 
once deſtructive of the Balance of the 
Conſtitution, and the noble Fabric it- 
ſelf !---Confider the Danger of ſuch an 
exten/ive Power in the Hands of a Mi- 
niſter, and alſo how ſeldom ſuch an 
unknown Power has been wiſely direct- 
ed.---You will readily behold, in this 
Acquiſition of min/fterial Influence, the 
lofs of that moſt valuable Part of your 
Bill of Rights, which gives to the Peo- 
ple of England, a u Power of curbing 
the Exploits of a Miniſter, by a refuſal 
of the Means to carry them on, and 
finally an Eſtabliſnment of abſolute 
Sway. 2 


H What 


What might not be tlie fatal Conſe- 
quence of a pernicious Direction of this 
increaſed Power, it is impoſſible to 
lay---furely a Country like England 
whole proud Elevation amongſt other 
Nations, has grown out of a «well poiſed 
Conſtitution, could not reliſh a Scheme 
of this Kind! We have had a ſad 
Example before us of the fatal Conſe- 
quences: of Deſpotiſm.---In France we. 
have beheld all the Miſeries of a Civil 
War---The P:opl: of England have heard 
enough of the ſad Diſaſters, which 
have followed a too di/tended Power of 
the Crown under a Steuart.---And they 
have learned from their Anceſtors, the 
Neceſſity of holding the Purſe of the 
Nation !---A Power that would no longer 
remain, was the Wealth of Ireland to 


be ſquandered away at the Pleaſure of 
any Miniſter, Re 
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How many even in the preſent State 
of Affairs, have found fault, with the 
increaſing Power of the Miniſter---The 
late and preſent Times certainly juſtify 


much energy---But although all were 


now moſt fully to agree, that the ſeve- 
ral Branches of the Britiſh Conſtitution 
are now well balanced, you cannot how- 
ever hefitate declaring that a UNION 
with Ireland, on the foregoing Broad- 
baſis would moſt certainly de/froy that 
Balance, and that the Power . of the 
Executive Branch would then be too 
great, 


In favour of the Meaſure as to Ire- 
land, it has been vainly held out, that 
Engliſh Capital would flow into the 
Country---Iriſh Capital would flow out 
of the Country in every Shape, and 
daily diminiſh with declining Induftry. 
It ſeems extremely abſurd to think, 

H 2 . that 
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that Engliſhmen would leave their 
Country and Relations to which they 
are particularly attached, and under 
whoſe Conftitution they might expect 
ſome Protection, to go to a Country 
where they could have no ſuch pros. 
pect.—At no time have the Engliſh 
been inclined to emigrate from their 
antient Home---They have not ran to 
Scotland, though the latter have to 
England Vet if any thing could in- 
duce an induſtrious People to wander 


from Home, Scotland affords many In. 


ducements---She abounds in Fuel---Her 
Laws are {imple and ſtrictly enforced, 


and her People are honeſt and well 


informed. There are none of thoſe In. 
ducements in Ireland. 


It has alſo been fancied (and mere | 


Conjectures ſhould prove no Reaſon 


for the Surrender of ſubſtantial Acqui. 
ſitions) 
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fitions) that by a Uuion, of which the 
principal Features are a Loſs of Ire- 
land's Parliament, and a draining Power 
repoſed in the Hands of a Miniſter, 
the Spirit of Rebellion wpuld be cruſhed. 
Surely, Gentlemen, there appears no- 
thing in ſuch a diſuniting Meaſure, that 
eould tend to produce ſuch an Effed, 
if it ſhould appear not to be already 
ſilenced for ever.— The gallant Yeomen 
in Arms, aided by the native Troops 
of Ireland, have put down the late 
Rebellion, and with the Aſſiſtance of 
Providence will again, if ever it ſhould 
rear its Bri/ly-head---The Authors of 
it have paid ſeverely for their crimi. 
nal Audacity and Folly---their Follow- 5 
ers have, no doubt, ſeen their Error, 
and we may, in their name, ſay with 
Milton-—“ Thrice happy if they know 
„their Happineſs and perſevere up, 
right“, But ſhould there be any 
| amongſt 
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amongſt them ſo fooliſh as to with for 
a Republic, in order to pull to Pieces 
ſo glorious a Fabric as their Conſtitu- 
tion If there be any who wifh to make 
thoſe Wounds (fo happily inclined to 
heal) bleed afreſh, let them, I beſeech, 
look into the Hiſtory of the Civil- 
Wars in the Time of Charles the Firſt 
and after, ſo fully defcribed by the 
great Clarendon, at the concluſion © of 
his Hiſtory in the Words following :--- 
c Tn this wonderful Manner and with 
« this incredible Expedition did Gop 
“ put an End to a Rebellion that had 
© raged near twenty Tears, and been 
carried on with all the horrid Cir- 
« cumftances of Murder, Devaſtation 
% and Parricide, that Fire and Sword, 
„ in the Hands of the moſt wicked 
Men in the World could be Inſtru- 
„ ments of; almoſt to the Deſolation 


£C 


«of two Kingdoms, and the exceed- 
(e ing 


ing defacing and deforming the 
** third;”---to which, as to the Iriſh 
Rebellion, we may add the following 
Words of the ſame Author as applica - 
ble to the Year 1798 :---< So ended the 


Lear 1648, a Year of Reproach and 


* Infamy above all others which had 
<< paſled before it; a Year of the higheſt 
„ Diſmulation and Hypocriſy of the 
«© deepeſt Villainy and moſt bloody 
% Treaſons that any Nation was ever 
“ curſed with or under,” 


As to religious Controverſy it can 
prove nothing tending to the neceflity 
of a Relinqui/hment of parliamentary and 
other Rights; for it is entirely done 
away by the Introduction of Irrehgion, 
and the Deſtruction of Papal Influence, 
which has been declining for many 
Years and received its final Death- 


wound in France, there aſſailed by the 


Hands 


j 
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Hands of its Followers. Thus the 
Root is gone, and the Branches muff 
fofftow of courſe---So that if a rebel- 
hons Spirit exifts with any in Ireland, 
it muſt be traced to ſome other Source, 
not to be done away by à Union. 
The example of Hcentious France is the 
true Fountain-fpring of Rebellion 
againft the Government. To plunder, 
and in order to accomplifh that End, 
to murder, have been the criminal ob- 
jects of the late Rebellion. To fup- 
port the Conſtitution is the only mode 
of preſerving true Religion, the Want 
of which has been the Cauſe of many 
Miſchiefs.— There is no Calamity that 
ſtands more in need of a Cure :----it 
is in Truth a peculiar Calamity, fallen 
moſt heavily on this Age, which, while 
it takes its Riſe from the Corruption 
of thoſe Times, and has monſtrouſly 
increaſed ſince the French Revolution 
amongſt 


amongſt a certain Party, has produced 
a bare- faced Contempt and Diſuſe of 
all Religion whatſoever, ſave ſome 
ſmall outward Appearance.---With thoſe 
even the Shadow of Godlineſs an 4 
Virtue is fled---Atheiſm and Prophan.- 
neſs, diligently cultivated, have not 
failed to produce a Proftitution of al/ 
Manners in Contempt of all Govern- 
ments. 

This it is, that may be productive 
of Diſturbances in Ireland; but ſuch 
may very reaſonably be expected to 
meet a ſimilar Fate with thoſe lately 
ſuppreſſed by a gallant and loyal Yeo- 
manry and Soldiery. 

Say not, Ye therefore, who vaunt of 


the Meaſure, that Scotland, or any other 
Country upon the face of the Globe, 


can be held forth as a Prof of the 


Expediency of a Union with England 
MER and 


66 


and Ireland; for as each differ, in 
Point of Time and Place, there can be 
no Similarity. 

Say not, that by a Union they would 
conſolidate their preſent Legiſlatures 
into one, for their preſent checking 
Power then coming to be loſt, all le- 
giflatrve Eſſence would vaniſh. 


Say not, that Articles of Union would 
avail, for they could either directly or 
indirectiy (no matter which) be ſwerved 
from, at any Time. 


Say not, that the Power of the 
Crown would acquire no preponderat. 
inz Weight through a Union, for the 
Liberality of the People of England 

would not then be ſolicited. | 
Say not, that Juſtice would then be fair. 
lyand freely adminiſtered to Ireland, for 
ber Judges in the laſt Reſort, namely, 
her 
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her Peers, would become merged and 
out of reach, and thus Juſtice be un- 
attainable! 


Say not, that by a Union, Iriſh Ma- 
nufacture and Commerce would be ad- 
vanced, for no Man would, then, lay 


out his Capital on ſo precarious a Te- 
nure ! 


Say not, that Engli/ Capital would 
flow in, while Iriſh flowed out, for as 
the Engliſh have never /{zcked to Scot- 
land abounding in every Inducement, 


they would not flach to a Country, 
where their J/innings would be plucked 


from them, at the Nod of a Miniſter, 
while ftill they are untrained to wan- 
dering. 


Say not, that the Strength of Eng- 
land would remain undiminiſhed, for 
12 by 
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by a Depreſſion of Wealth you would 
take from Strength. 


Say not, that the Spirit of Induſtry 
in Ireland would not be leſſened, for 
you would deprive the People of the 
greateſt Spur to Induſtry, by ſhutting 
the Doors of Parliament againſt the 
moe uſeful Members of the Commu- 
nity. | 


Say not, that Abſentees would be 
beneficial to Ireland, for her quondam 
Reprelentatives with their Followers 
alone, would carry 1,000,000, annually 
out of the Country ! | 


Say not, that Rebellion or fancied 
Diſputes of Religion, can furniſh any 
juſt Pretence for a Union, for the gal- 
lant Sons of Ireland have, and at all 

Times will, ſtand forth to quell it. 


Say 
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Say not, that it is neceſſary to 
ſtrengthen, in this Way, the Hands of 
the Empire; for while acting with 
Heart and Hand, England has a moſt 
powerful Support in the Yeomanry 
Troops of Ireland, and in the volun- 
tary Contributions of her People at 
large. _ 


Say not, that if the Iriſh Catholics 
are as three to one, they are therefore a 
dangerous Body in Rebellion, for it 
does not appear, that a Union would 
quiet them, the ill- affected of that Per- 
ſuaſion being merely of the lower Or- 
ders, and urged by Republican Prin- 
ciples, as fully proved by their Lead- 


ers being principally Democratic Pro- 
teſtants. 


Say not, that it is merely the Gen- 
tlemen of the Bar object, becauſe they 


as 
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as being Men of liberal Education, are 
well qualified, and juſtly relied upon, for 
their unbiaſſed Opinions on fo difficult 
and extenſive a Subject. 


Say not, that any Man's Dictum 
ſhould ftand' in favour of a UNION, 
for it is the ſelf-evident Expediency of 
the Meaſure that ſhould alone have 
Weight, 


Say not, that Land in Ireland would 
retain its Value, for a UNION by pro- 
ducing a Decreaſe of Wealth, and ge- 
neral Inſecurity of Property, the Value 
of Land muſt neceſſarily be dimi- 
niſhed. 


But rather Say, that England would 
not be willing to ſurrender, on ſuch 
an Ocecaſion, her Public and Private 
Rights! 
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Rights And wky, in the Name of 
— ſhould Ireland? 


Ceaſe then, Ye declaimers, in Fa- 
vour of a Meaſure, that you muſt ſee, 


whilft you have /{udiouſly avoided touch- 
ing upon the Subject of Taxation, would 


plunge both Countries into an Abyſs 
of Miſery! 


2 1 now have tlie Hox ox to Subſcribe 


myſelf, GENTLEMEN, 


= 


Your very obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


. e eee. 


— — 


Dublin, 
1th Dec. 1 798. 
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Page, 7, Read next as to her Situation. 
9, Read ſubſiſting Right * Re- 
preſentation. 

14, Read in ſeeming favor of. 
16, Read as that grand Object 
can have nothing in View, but 

an unbounded. 
17, Read having premi ſed. 


'Y 27, Read the Torrent of Britiſh 
Wl Weight. | 
* 30, Read there could be no Room. 


Do. Read crafty Deſigns of any. 
31, Read and be ſevered. 
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32, Read in Oppoſition to the Le- 
giſlative. 
36, Read and this while ſhe has. : 
39, Read Auguis for Anginis. 
Do. Read muff be conſidered as a 
mere Deluſion. N 
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